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SERMON 


1 Kings, 2, 2: Shew Thyself a Man. 


This was a charge worthy of a dying monarch 
to the heir-apparent to his throne. David had 
nobly fulfiled his destiny as a man and a sove¬ 
reign, and was about to entrust the affairs of 
a great kingdom to his youthful son. Most 
appropriately, therefore, does he enjoin upon 
him to conduct himself in a manner worthy of 
the dignity of his station. This he does in the 
comprehsive words of the text: “Show thyself 
a man.” 

Though few are called to rule over nations, 
in many respects these words are strikingly ap¬ 
propriate to every human being. To the most 
obscure mortal is entrusted the empire of a 
mind deathless as Deity ; and he that ruleth 
his own spirit is superior to the conqueror of 
the world. 

The most profound statesmen, the most saga¬ 
cious of politicians, and the most fearless and 
invincible warriors have generally failed here •, 
and the weakest females have often meekly 
borne off the palm, amidst the shouts of attend¬ 
ing angels and the applause of the King of 
kings. 

Our text naturally suggests two inquiries : 
1st. What are the essential elements of hu¬ 
manity ? 2d. What conduct is becoming a man 
in view of those elements ? or, what is a man ? 
and what is ittoshowone’sselfa man? l.What 
is a man ? Oh! that the spell of sensualism 
might be broken, and that American mind 
might be disenthralled of matter ; that men 
would see that they possess other than physi¬ 
cal elements of being ; and that the chief end 
of man is not to eat, drink, and die ! Man pos¬ 
sesses a triune nature—physical, intellectual, 
and moral ; the existence, functions, and des¬ 
tiny of each, clearly distinguished from the 
other. On each department of our nature is 
inscribed by the Creator, immutable laws, in 
obeying which, this natural destiny is accom¬ 
plished and well-being secured ; and in dis¬ 
obeying which, the appropriate end of being is 
defeated, and inevitable ruin incurred. 

Look at the physical or lowest department 
of the human constitutution. What does na¬ 


ture dictate in regard to its proper function 9 
and legitimate destiny? Adaptation is the key 
to this subject. To what is this idolized body 
of man adapted? and you have the exact design 
of nature in its creation. We find it endowed 
with five senses, each susceptible of pleasurable 
excitement from certain external objects. But 
the excitement of these, even on legitimate ob¬ 
jects, beyond certain limits, is uniformly pro¬ 
ductive of pain. Hence we infer there is a na¬ 
tural limit to their lawful gratification. And 
further, these senses are the means of commu¬ 
nication with the material world ; their mo¬ 
mentary gratification is by no means their ulti¬ 
mate end : they are altogether subordinate and 
subservient to mind. And when they usurp 
an unnatural supremacy over mind, their 
empire is death to all nobleness and true hu¬ 
manity. 

Again, these corporeal powers belong to 
earth ; they exhibit not a symptom of immor¬ 
tality. I refer not to the “ spiritual body” of 
the resurrection spoken of by Paul and others, 
(a subject, I confess, hard to be understood,) 

| but I say the corporeal powers which we now 
' possess, have their sphere of operation in this 
life. Their nature is flesh, and not spirit; and 
their destiny is death, not life. Let this car¬ 
dinal fact ever modify our estimate of their re-] 
lative value and importance. 

Let us, in the second place, leaving the dark 
domain of matter, approach the etherial re¬ 
gions of spirit, and contemplate, for a moment, 
the immortal part of man. Here we discover 
the essential characteristics of a man, as dis¬ 
tinguished from the brute. Man’s spiritual 
nature is composed of intellectual powers and 
moral feelings. Of his intellectual powers, 
notice particularly the power of original, in¬ 
dependent thought. Man’s intellectual activ- 
ties are not limited to the mere functions of 
perception. A far higher destiny is stamped 
upon the human intellect. He possesses not 
only the power to perceive facts, but to appre¬ 
hend their multiplied relations, and to reduce 
them to complete systems of philosophy. Wis - 
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Bom is the legitimate prerogative of the human 
intellect. Observe also the power of volition. 
Man was evidently not made to be the mere 
preature of another’s will—to live, and breathe, 
^nd speak, and think at another’s command— 
jut was endowed with the more than royal 
power of individual responsibility and inde¬ 
pendent action. 

In regard to the moral nature of man,notice 
;he principle of conscience by which he com¬ 
prehends and feels the force of moral obliga- 
ions. He perceives what is right and feels 
jound to do it, and he perceives what is wrong 
md he feels bound to resist it. This universal 
noral sense, whatever may be its constitu- 
ional element, is an undeniable and imperish- 
ible fact of human nature. It is an essential 
jart of the deathless man. Its still small 
roice may be drowned for a moment, in the 
vild tumult of the rebellious passions ; it may 
jven be lulled into a temporary slumber, by 
;he syren voice of vicious pleasure; but this 
will only prepare it to awake to a more terri¬ 
ble vengeance upon its suicidal victim. 

As kindred to this, I would mention another 
interesting element of our moral constitution, 
ind which we may call a natural sense of justice. 
it differs from conscience, in that the latter 
imits its mandates to one’s own moral acts, 
while the former may have reference to trans¬ 
itions in which one has no agency, and can 
lave no personal responsibility. Our con- 
science can have nothing to do with the un- 
leard-of cruelties of Nena Sahib, while our 
sense of justice is painfully violated. Con- 
icience does not contrast this murderer of 
women and children, with their brave protec- 
»r and avsnger, the immortal Havelock. It 
is entirely inoperative here. But the sense of 
justice is not. This, independent of one’s own 
lets, cries out that the conduct of one is that 
jf unparalleled barbarity, while that of the 
jther is unsurpassed in true glory. Now, I 
maintain that this sense of justice is one of the 
most sacred and authoritative instincts of our 
sornmon humanity. I know its dictaies may 
be violated, and that too, in the name of reli¬ 
gion, and under the mandates of a vitiated con¬ 
science ; but remove all disturbing forces, and 
let humanity express its natural promptings, 
and there is no essential discrepancy. The 
race utters one universal demand for justice 
between man and man. 

But we have not apprehended the essential 
elements of human nature until we have con¬ 
templated the source of moral action—the 
heart. This it is which loves and hates. ' 


This susceptibility is the crowning glory of 
man. An intellect to apprehend ; a conscience 
to command, and a will to execute, without a 
heart to feel and love, would leave their pos¬ 
sessor wanting in the cardinal element of hu¬ 
manity. The heart to love, more than all ele¬ 
ments, constitutes the glory of our race. This 
is the seat of virtue, the fountain of bliss. 
Here is seen pre-eminently the divine image, 
j all radiant with benevolence, or defaced and 
i marred, and polluted by the indulgence of su¬ 
preme selfishness. 

Again, progress is a law of man’s spiritual 
nature. The human body manifestly possesses 
a limited destiny. It attains to complete de¬ 
velopment and maturity in a few years. It 
then commences its natural process of decay. 

' Not so of the spirit of man. Reason can dis¬ 
cover no limit to its progressive development. 

The growth and expansion of the intellect 
is produced by its exercise upon newly dis¬ 
covered facts and relations, and as the facts of 
the universe and their relations are without 
limit, so there can be no reason for setting 
bounds to the future progress of the human in¬ 
tellect. The incarnate mind is amazed at the 
stupendous destiny that is stamped upon the in¬ 
telligence of man. 

The moral nature of man is also highly sus¬ 
ceptible of consolidation and progress. Strength 
and stability, result from habitual exercise. 
The principle of b nevolence, which is the 
great law of our moral nature, ib strengthened 
chiefly by exercise. And all creation is full of 
exciting causes, and stimulants to the exercise 
of this faculty. Especially is the moral condi¬ 
tion of our world one universal appeal to this 
principle. Besides, the Creator has connected 
pleasure with the legitimate exercise of all of 
the intellectual and moral powers, thus stimu¬ 
lating them to voluntary efforts at development, 
and indicating their appropriate destiny. Not 
less truthfully than beautifully is it said, that 
“ the path of the just is as the shining light, 
which shineth more and more unto the perfect 
day.” Progress, therefore, is a law of man’s 
spiritual nature. 

Having thus imperfectly reviewed the ele¬ 
ments of the human constitution, we will pro¬ 
ceed to the consideration of the second topic 
of discourse, viz : What conduct is becoming 
to human nature, or what is it to show one’s 
seif a man ? it- 

1. It is not becoming a man to cultivate and 
exercise, exclusively or principally, his bodily 
powers and appetites. Nothing is more unbe¬ 
coming in a man than the subjection of his 
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spirit to the abject menials of his physical con¬ 
stitution. What a moral picture is here pre¬ 
sented to our conception! Look at the world, 
materialized, sensualized, degraded! What is 
the grand inquiry of this God-begotten race ? 
What shall I eat ? What shall I drink ? 
Wherewithal shall I be clothed? constitute 
the practical ethics of the world ! Mind, heart, 
immortality, God, holiness—these are unwel¬ 
come ideas, seldom thought of and scarcely 
apprehended. What a wide waste of being ! 
“ Man, created but a little lower than the an¬ 
gels, and crowned with glory,” living like the 
beasts that perish! In the highest circles of 
fashion men often present the humiliating phe¬ 
nomena of refined and cultivated animals. 
Their Divine humanity is lost s ightof, eclipsed 
by refined and reputable sensualism. Is it 
manly to bring all the immortal powers of the 
spirit to subserve the momentary gratification 
of the animal appetites ? Is it not worse than 
brutal ? Is it not devoting the powers of a man 
to perform the acts of a brute ? Such is the 
stultifying influence of the selfish passions, 
that immortal man has gone mad after sen¬ 
sual pleasure. And although every unlaw¬ 
ful indulgence infuses an adder’s poison, yet 
the subjected spirit is dragged along, as by 
some infernal spell, from vice to vice, until it 
becomes the unresisting slave of its own lusts. 
And then what an object is man ! How fallen 
from his primeval glory ! 

2. It is unbecoming a man to suffer his intel¬ 
lectual attributes to predominate over and sub¬ 
ject his moral sentiments; to develop his 
mind at the expense and neglect of his heart. 

From the lowest walks of life, through all 
grades of society, to the highest positions of 
honor and dignity, the majority of men seem 
everywhere to ignore the existence of a moral 
and accountable nature. So far from moral 
considerations bearing supreme sway, their 
claims are violated and sacrificed for the pal¬ 
try considerations of temporal gratififeation. 
Intellect, and especially that second-rate de¬ 
velopment called sagacity, smartness, and 
sometimes talent, is worshiped. Men of genius, 
where are they ? If this age is capable of pro¬ 
ducing them, they are struggling with adversi¬ 
ty or pining in want; and as to superior mora^ 
worth, and an uncompromising hostility to 
wrong, it is an incumbrance. TVtte virtue — 
not the sham religion of the times—is an un¬ 
current element of power. The real states¬ 
man may apprehend correctly the great prin¬ 
ciples that lie at the foundation of his country’s 


peace, but the mere politician who ignores tho 
principles, and flatters the popular prejudice 
is the available man. He, with some nob’ 
exceptions, secures the popular suffrage. Ai 
the real prophet of God may apprehend ful 
the moral degeneracy of the Church. He m 
detect and expose the heartless formalism 
her service, the disgraceful inconsistency 
her members, and the mercenary motives 
her cowering, man-fearing, soul-deceivii 
priesthood,—but his message is not receive 
Still the “ prophets prophesy smooth thing 
and the priests bear rule; (keep their places 
and the people love to have it so.” 

But this state of things is all incompatib 
with the natural supremacy of the moral ov 
the other departments of the human constit 
tion. Man’s moral nature was evident 
stamped with regal authority. As the supr 
macy of the physical over the spiritual mak 
the beast, so the ascendency of the intellectu 
over the moral, makes the Devil. 

Intellect is not the seat of virtue or of blii 
It is the medium of happiness or of miser 
according to the moral state of the heai 
Did the transcendent genius of Byron mal 
him happy? He 

| “ Stood on the Alps—stood on the Appenines, 

And with the thunder talked, as friend to friend, i 
And wore his garland of the lightning’s wing, 

In sportive twist. 

Suns, moons, and stars, and clouds, his sisters were; 
Rocks, mountains, meteors, seas, and winds and storn 
His brothers—younger brothers, whom he scarce 
As equals deemed. 

He died—he died of what ?—of wretchedness; ! 

Drank every cup of joy, heard every trump 
Of fame; drank early, deeply drank; drank draughts 
That common millions might have quenched—then die 
Of thirst, because there was no more to drink.” 

Deluded man ! he essayed to quench his it 
mortal thirst at the broken vessels of sinf 
pleasure, but neglected that perenneal founta 
of life that issues from the Eternal Throi 
above. It was the matchless words of his ow 
bitter experience, that 

“They who know the most 

Must mourn the deepest o’er the fatal truth— 

| The Tree of Knowledge is not that of Life” 

And so it must ever be with the ascendanc 
of the intellect over the moral nature of mat 
To enlarge the intellect while the heart is di 
praved, is to increase the power of self-tortup 
Ever}' idea that is received into the mind of a 
unsanctified heart, will be a charge in the spi 
itual battery of self-destruction, that will pla 
upon the guilty soul forever. 

Is it acting the part of a man to develop a 
the secondary elements of human natur< 
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iile the cardinal principles—those to which 
l the others are naturally subservient—are 
ther neglected or vitiated ? To show one’s 
If a man, is to develope the entire constitu- 
>n, and not to neglect or squander the most 
portant part. Melancholy and fearful is the 
jht of a giant intellect uuder the control of 
ckedness. It is dark and terrible as the 
>rms of the tropics—gloomy and desolate as 
lar midnight. 

But I remark positively^: 1. To show one’s 
If a man, is to repent of sin. Strange as 
is may sound, it is the first step towards real 
mhood. That man was made for virtue and 
t vice,—'for holiness and not sin—is evident 
>m all the adaptations of his moral consti- 
tion. But that he has violated the laws of 
3 moral nature, and become positively vi¬ 
ms, is evident to all. Now the only natural 
possible mode of correcting his vitiated 
>ral nature, is to repent. No other act has 
s least tendency towards it. Repentance, 
srefore, is not only manly, but is the first 
lly manly act a human being is capable of. 
tch is the universality of human wickedness, 
it all moral acts, previous to repentance, 
e selfish and unworthy of a man. I am 
fare that repentance is looked upon as a 
bakness; but it is the most heroic of acts, 
is self-subjection—a triumph over one’s 
srst foes—those of his own household; yea, 
ose of his own heart! I am not speaking of 
e servile cowering of the sycophant; but 
e honest and generous return to duty of the 
ring subject of the Great God—an ac- 
owledgement of the rights of the Creator 
d Benefactor of the universe. It is estab- 
hing the supremacy of virtue in a self-re- 
$d soul. To prostrate one’s self before the 
:eat Jehovah, and ingenuously confess his 
msgressions, and abandon them forever, 
»ws a perception of right, and evinces an in- 
p*ity of purpose which is truly exalted and 
inly. But for a moral being to persist in 
•ong, against the dictates of his judgment, 
d under the lash of a guilty conscience, ar¬ 
es anything but manliness. It is the spirit of 
very in the love of it. Viewed by the stan- 
rd of universal right, man is in ruins. His 
art is a moral wreck, and his ignorance of 
} fact is one of its most melancholy effects. 
>w I ask if the only retrograde process from 
se to virtue, from misery to bliss, and that 
ocess approved and urged by every power of 
i soul, is not a manly process? I say, then, 
the persevering transgressor of God’s law: 


“ Show thyself a man,” and repent of your sin. 
To the self-enslaved drunkard or epicui e, I 
would say, show yourself a man, and subject 
your body to the spirit. And to the lover of 
the world, I would still say, show thyself a 
man, and trample your idols in the dust. Re¬ 
pentance, meanness? What else is honorable? 
Is justice mean? What faculty of your mind 
says it? But repentance is only justice to God 
and man. Every sin is a blow at the Throne 
of God and a stab at the heart of man. Sin is 
an infraction of the law that guards the throne, 
and protects the interests of the universe, and 
its criminality and ill-desert is measured only 
by the magnitude of those interests. And can it 
be deemed manly to persevere in transgression ? 
Every power and faculty of man’s triune na¬ 
ture answers, no ! The whole material unverse 
says, no! A wretched, sin-cursed race cries 
out, no ! AH the angelic world above, and all 
the demoniac tribes beneath, unite their testi¬ 
mony against the manliness of continued trans¬ 
gression ! 

2. Earnest and appropriate efforts to attain 
to the highest possible degree of moral devel- 
opemnt, are well becoming a man. Growth 
in grace, truly apprehended, is the highest 
possible aim of man on earth. He has not ap¬ 
prehended the relations of man in this world, 
who has failed to recognize his condition as 
that of. war,—a war of truth against error,— 
of virtue against vice,—of right against wrong; 
and it is manly to wage this great war with 
untiring zeal and true bravery. No nobler 
spectacle presents itself to observing angels, 
than that of a weak mortal summoning all his 
moral powers to the contest of right against 
wrong, striving to subdue every unworthy prin¬ 
ciple of action, and aspiring after the highest 
degree of moral greatness. This is more glo¬ 
rious than all military or civil triumphs. 

If you would be manly and truly superior, 
my hearers, subdue passion ; overcome preju¬ 
dice; rq-enthrone reason, and obey the supreme 
law of your mind. 

3. Piety is manly. Reverence for the Su¬ 
preme Being, and loyalty to the Sovereign of 
the Universe, are becoming a man, and noth¬ 
ing is more unbecoming than the opposite. 
There is not a constitutional pulsation of man’s 
moral nature, nor an adaptation or prompting of 
his whole constitution, but points to real piety 
as the true normal condition of his being. -Men 
of mind affect to despise the Chrsstian religion! 

I mean true apostolic Godliness,—real, genu¬ 
ine Puritanism,— the uncompromising war 
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against th# world, the flesh and the devil. They I 
look with contempt and aversion upon the vo- ; 
taries of such a religion, and call the man that ! 
renounces the riches and honors of the world 
for such a religion, and makes himself of no 
reputation, for Truth’s sake —a miserable fa¬ 
natic; and they affect to pity his weakness and 
want of manliness! 

But what is a Christian, but a rectified man ? 
This it is; nothing more; nothing less. 1 pro¬ 
test against the vulgar prejudice that when a 
man becomes a Chritian,heceasestobeaman. 
He then assumes his proper, his primeval hu- | 
manity, and never before. Those religions 
that degrade the soul, narrow the heart, and 
fill the mind with bigotry, conceit, and un¬ 
manly servility, are not genuine Christianity. 
They are the prolific spawn of an age of heart¬ 
less formalism. But true Christianity is a very 
different thing. It is a sacred consecration of 
all our powers to the good of univdrsal being. 
It is a condition of vast moral superiority; 
even a triuumph over the world, the flesh, and 
the devil. It is a condition of perpetual an¬ 
tagonism against all wrong, and of uncompro¬ 
mising identity with all right. 

Now, shall he who pours out his full heart of 
love and gratitude upon his Infinite Creator 
and Benefactor, and devotes all his powers to 
universal well being, be looked upon with con¬ 
tempt by him who worships the stupid things 
of sense, and knows no higher motive of action 
than supreme selfishness ? Do you call piety 
superstition? It is true philosophy. Adora¬ 
tion meanness ? It is the highest employment 
of man! Says a great writer, “No nobler feel¬ 
ing than this of adoration for one higher than 
himself dwells in the breast of man.” Man 
was made to love, and to love the lovely, and 
to love supremely the Infinitely Lovely; and this 
alone is manly. Christianity degrading to hu¬ 
manity? Look at facts. Who is it that now 
challenges the gratitude aud admiration of the 
civilized world for his unparalleled military 
heroism in avenging violated and slaughtered 
innocence, and in protecting and defending the 
helpless? Who is the avenging hero of bloody 
Cawnpore, and the angel of salvation to 
beseiged and distressed Lucknow? Who 
wrought those miracles of bravery in that six 
days march of blood and death from one to the 
other? The brave, the beloved Havelock, the 
Baptist exhorter. He it was who when Colo¬ 
nel, baptized the soldiers of his own regiment; 
and his commanding officer having investigated 
charges against him for disorderly and unsol¬ 


dier-like conduct in the thing, pronounced hi; 
regiment the most orderly and well behaved 
and sending him his respects, ordered him tc 
baptize the whole army. Has Christianity de 
graded that self-sacrificing hero ? What else 
made him equal to the exigency, and carriei 
him triumphantly through those overwhelminj 
scenes ? 

Did Puritan Christianity render the soldier 
of Cromwell inferior as men ? When did the; 
show it? Was it on the field of battle? Wa 
it when the gay Cavaliers of the Royal arm; 
melted before their burning charges like wa: 
in the furnace ? Was it in the presence of th 
Parliament of England, whom they expellei 
from their venerated halls because they di 
the work of the Lord deceitfully, as they said 
Was it when, under the inspiration of pur 
truth, they rose superior to all human laws an 
precedents, and executed a murderous sove 
reign in the name of the Eternal God ? Wha 
made Cromwell’s Ironsides all heroes? Whs 
but the Christian religion ? Are you ashame 
of piety as unmanly ? Go, erase from th 
scroll of fame the names of Washington, Wi 
berforce, Newton, Locke, and Milton, an 
even old Socrates, the most pious of the hej 
then! 

Nowhere will you find the complete develoj 
ment of all the departments of the human coi 
stitution, but under the rectifying influence ( 
a pure Christianity. 

4. Love to our fellow man is essential to 
manly character. The duties of justice bi 
tween man and man and the spirit of univers: 
brotherhood, are manifest dictates of the hi 
man constitution; and when man violates thes 
principles, he so far forth ceases to be humai 
and approaches the character of spirits ar 
beasts of prey. The relation of mutual d< 
pendence and essential equality, which charai 
terizes the race, stamps its destiny in this r 
spect. “No man liveth to himself” and obe^ 
the laws of his being; and he who lives a lil 
of supreme selfishness, lives in violation of th 
laws that are written upon his constitutioi 
and he experiences all the melancholy const 
quences of transgression. His heart is withe 
ed, his moral sense blunted, and his whole sp 
ritual nature vitiated. Look at the selfii 
world. Man rioting upon the blood aDd bom 
of his fellow! Is this manly? Is it the dicta 
of the human constitution ? Is man really 
beast of prey? Has God furnished him wi 
the tusks of the hyena? Has he endowed hi 
with the mean selfishness of the wolf? the s 



8 


deception and trickery of the fox? and the fa¬ 
tal poison of the adder, that he should go a - 
,bout as a roaring lion, seeking whom he may 
^devour? Whence this divine sense of justice, 
bnd those celestial promptings of benevolence 
•and generosity ? Ah! man was made to be the 
brother, and not the tyrant and robber of his 
Sfellow man. Those fraternal promptings of 
his unsophisticated nature are unmistakable. 
They utter plainly the voice of nature’s God. 

■ Bern. 1. This subject suggests a forcible ar¬ 
gument in proof of the divinity of the Chris¬ 
tian religion. It is the entire harmony of that 
teligionwith the human constitution. Reason 
ban account for the wonderful adaptation of 
ihe provisions of the Gospel to the spiritual 
becessities of man, only on the theory of a 
Common author. Philosophy had exhausted 
her resources in four thousand years of fruit¬ 
less efforts to solve the momentous problem of 
mman regeneration. All was hopeless dark¬ 
less until the Star of Bethlehem arose with the 
Warns of Heaven’s own light. From that great 
lay to the present time, true Christianity has 
ieen the uniform antagonist of vice, and the 
hreat lever of human elevation. To my mind, 
t is far more difficult to account for the human 
ban the dirine origin of Christianity. Reason 
'estifies, not that God was not its author, but 
bat none but God could have been its author. 

2. Notice one of the popular errors of the 
imes. It is the neglect of the moral cul- 
Ure of the masses. Great and unwonted ef- 
brts are made by governments and asso. 
'iations to extend popular education. But 
ducation is limited to the cultivatiou of the 
itellect. No appropriate influences are used 
> cultivate the controlling and prompting 
owers of conscience apd heart. Temples of 
linerva, called colleges, are built and endow¬ 
ed; temples of fashion, called churches, are 
nlarged and beautified, but no temples of 
ruth, charity and self-sacrificing benevolence 
re consecrated in the popular heart. Ah! my 
carers, common school education will not 
ive this country. The disease of this nation 
tcs deeper than the intellect. It is in the 
eart and moral feelings of the people, and the 
emedy must be applied there. Like the old 
acobins, you have erected an altar to the 


Goddess of Reason, and alongside^ of it you 
have inaugurated the profligate worship of 
Bacchus, the degrading slavery of Mammon, 
and the wild disorder of Belial. The stream 
of public corruption is onward and resistless. 
JVothing can save this nation from discord and 
universal profligacy, but the wide dissemina¬ 
tion of a reformed Christianity. 

3. You see that genuine Christianity is not 
incompatible with the dignity and true pros¬ 
perity of man. What is human dignity but the 
realization of human destiny ? and what is pros¬ 
perity but the healthy development of the en¬ 
tire man ? But practical Christianity alone se¬ 
cures these ends. There is not an instinct of 
human nature but is gratified to its fullest sus¬ 
ceptibility,solely by complyingwith the true dic¬ 
tates of Christianity. One can enjoy the legiti¬ 
mate pleasure of the bodily appetites to the 
highest degree, only by obedience to the Chris¬ 
tian mandate of temperance in all things. The 
rich man fails of the highest advantages of 
wealth, unless that wealth is all consecrated to 
God—and so of an unsanctified ambition. Be 
assured, my hearers, yonder Presidential man¬ 
sion will not pay at the cost of one iota of per¬ 
sonal integrity. Fanatic or not, I protest to 
you that it is no temptation to a mind that ap¬ 
preciates the transcendant glory of moral ex¬ 
cellence. There is more true dignity in wheel¬ 
ing the gravel of the streets, with an untar¬ 
nished and undegraded spirit, than in mounting 
the proudest throne on earth, at the cost of 
honor, personal independence and true liberty. 
If, then, you would rise superior to all the cor- 
j rupt dominions of earth, show thyself a man — 
claim your divine birthright, and wield the 
sceptre of moral dominion over the world, the 
flesh and the Devil. 

By all the necessities of your temporal be¬ 
ing—by the immortal hungerings of your death¬ 
less spirit—by the universal wail of a sin- 
cursed world—by the sympathetic yearnings of 
angelic hosts above—and by the infinite pulsa¬ 
tions of God’s compassionate heart, I urge and 
entreat you now to show yourselves men; de¬ 
throne the world, and give your heart to God, 
and your life to the temporal and eternal wel¬ 
fare of your race. 



